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Car Crash Responses To Remain Fee Free.
Byline: Ellen Gedalius 

Jun. 20--TAMPA -- Bowing in part to public pressure, Mayor Pam Iorio killed a plan Tuesday that
would have allowed the fire department to charge for responding to motor vehicle accidents. 

"I just don't think it's worth it for what we're going to get from it," Iorio said. "And the ill will. The
sentiment seemed to be, 'This is what we pay taxes for.'" 

For the past few years, Tampa Fire Rescue had been considering a plan to charge for responding
to motor vehicle accidents. Last month, responding to threats of budget cuts, Chief Dennis Jones 
formalized the proposal and wanted to implement it this year. 

The department would have charged $450 to secure an accident scene, $650 for light extrication,
$1,800 for heavy extrication and $2,100 for air transport. Victims' insurance policies would have 
been billed. 

The fee would have generated about $1.7 million for the city. Another proposal, to increase
ambulance transport fees, would have generated about $1 million. 

Those fees would have offset a significant portion of the budget cuts to the fire department. 

Although the city council appeared to be on board this month, the mayor has scrapped both plans. 

Fire Capt. Bill Wade said Tuesday that Jones agreed the timing wasn't right. 

"We live in the community," Wade said. "We see the newspapers. We know what people are
thinking. And Tampa Fire Rescue is not looking at alienating itself." 

After the Tribune published stories on the topic, several people wrote letters to the editor,
complaining about the proposal. Many of the letter writers argued that their property tax dollars 
should pay for such basic services as traffic crash fees. They also feared higher auto insurance 
rates. 

Councilman Tom Scott said it was wise to kill the plan. The property tax proposal passed by the
state Legislature last week will have an about $22 million effect on Tampa's budget. It could have 
been worse, he said. 

Councilmen Charlie Miranda and John Dingfelder also said they supported the retreat from the
proposal. 

"If they're not keen on the idea, I respect that," Dingfelder said.

Iorio reaffirmed Tuesday that budget cuts to the police and fire departments won't be so severe as
to affect public safety. 

The fire department probably will lose some administrative positions, but Wade said layoffs were
unlikely. Open positions simply won't be filled. 

Jones, however, will need to find other ways to save money. 

"Now the fire chief is going to have to go back with a sharper pencil and find a couple million
dollars," Wade said. 

Reporter Ellen Gedalius can be reached at (813) 259-7679 or egedalius@tampatrib.com. 

To see more of the Tampa Tribune -- including its homes, jobs, cars and other classified listings --
or to subscribe to the newspaper, go to http://www.tampatrib.com. 

Copyright (c) 2007, Tampa Tribune, Fla. 

Distributed by McClatchy-Tribune Information Services. 

For reprints, email tmsreprints@permissionsgroup.com, call 800-374-7985 or 847-635-6550, send a
fax to 847-635-6968, or write to The Permissions Group Inc., 1247 Milwaukee Ave., Suite 303, 
Glenview, IL 60025, USA.

What's on 
AccessMyLibrary?

29,962,581 articles
in the following categories:

Arts, Business, Consumer News,
Culture & Society, Education,
Government, Personal Interest,
Health, News, Science & 
Technology

 |  All Rights Reserved |  About this Service |  About The Gale Group, Inc. |  Privacy Policy |  Site Map |  Contact Us
Link to us

Arts Degree School
A Leader in Online Creative 
Arts Education - Art Institute 
Online. 
www.aionline.edu

Phlebotomy Schools
Request Information from 
Phlebotomy Schools in Your 
Area! 
www.collegebound.net

Find The Right School
Guide to degree programs 
offered at accredited 
schools. Find out more. 
www.FindTheRightSchool.com

Doctorate of Business
Paris, New York, Tokyo, 
Shanghai Fully accredited, 
e-learning option 
www.ism.edu

Thunderbird Global 
Online
Top-Ranked Global Business 
School 100% Online 
Programs-Find Out More. 
www.ThunderbirdGlobal.com



Car Crash Responses To Remain Fee Free. | Tampa Tribune (Tampa...http://www.accessmylibrary.com/coms2/summary_0286-31325197_ITM

2 of 2 1/25/08 8:29 PM


